ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES IN ASIA (ACUCA)
Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting

Rose Garden Riverside Hotel, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand

18 November 2006

5 - 6 p.m.
Present:

FR. BIENVENIDO F. NEBRES, S.J. – Philippines



President

PROF. KIHO SONG (representing Dr. Jin-Woo Lee) - Korea


Vice President

PROF. Y.K. FAN (representing C.F. Ng) – Hong Kong



Treasurer

DR. PAUL TSUCHIDO SHEW  (representing Dr. Matsu’ura Michio) - Japan
Member

DR. HAYDN CHEN – Taiwan






Member

DR. WARREN ARTHUR SHIPTON – Thailand




Member

DR. ANTONETTE PALMA-ANGELES




General Secretary

Dr. Janjira Wongkhomthong – Past President

Dr. Kenneth Dobson – Past General Secretary

Note: No representative from Indonesia

In Attendance:

Ms. Juliana K. Alampay, Secretary, ACUCA Secretariat (Recording Secretary)

1.   COUNTRY MEMBERS OF ACUCA

      Each country has unique concerns. It will be good for ExCo members who represent the ACUCA members of their country 

· to communicate country concerns during the ExCo meetings 
· to send information about ACUCA-related matters to the ACUCA members of their country 

TAIWAN

Eleven Christian universities and colleges in Taiwan have formed an alliance called the Taiwan Christian Universities and Colleges (TaiCUCA). Seven of them are ACUCA members. Copies of their Charter were given to the ExCo members. 

OBJECTIVES: To enhance the cause of Christian Higher Education in Taiwan through mutual support and cooperation.
MEMBERSHIP: It is open to all Higher Education institutions whose vision is to enact the Christian faith or to propagate the Christian spirit. An institution seeking membership should be recommended by a TaiCUCA member institution. Its admission will be approved at the TaiCUCA General Assembly.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: It will be convened once a year by the current Chair. Venue will be rotated among the members. A task force may be formed to execute the decisions of the General Assembly. 

Dr. Hadyn Chen is the present Chair of TaiCUCA. He said that TaiCUCA could serve as the link of ACUCA for Taiwan members.
HONG KONG - They have no formal organization. Members come together as needed.

JAPAN - ACUCA members have no formal activities; meetings are usually convened by the Japan representative in the ExCo.

2.    PROPOSALS TO THE UNITED BOARD

       Deadline for submission of proposals to the United Board is on November 30. What ACUCA 
       programs should we request support for? 
       The following ACUCA programs were discussed:
A. MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE IN KOREA – OCTOBER 2007

· Travel subsidy for poor countries; support for speakers.
· If the conference will involve Deans, it may be the same as UB’s present program. However, if the conference will deal with specific programs such as Nursing, then Deans could be invited.

· It will be good to involve Presidents so challenges could be discussed.

B. VISIONING CONFERENCE


  Coming together of presidents to align ACUCA activities with UB’s mission in order to 
       strengthen the partnership between both institutions. This could be tied up with the Management 
       Conference in October.
C. SERVICE LEARNING

       A conference on service learning could be co-sponsored by ACUCA and the United Board.

D. STUDENT MOBILITY SCHEME 

· It is not an active program. Suggestions: create a framework and spell out specific rules, 
   responsibilities and other information about the scheme. Presently, only a few members 
   participate in this program. 

· The General Secretary could put the information together.

· Other concerns: should Memoranda of Understanding be signed by participating institutions?

E. QUEST – A Questionnaire on Academic Journals was distributed during the Conference to  

         check if ACUCA members publish their own journals. The results of the questionnaire could be  

         included in the next ExCo meeting.
F. FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCES ON BENCHMARKING – could be discussed further.

3.    NEXT EXCO MEETING
       ExCo meetings should be held more frequently. They could be tagged on to an ACUCA conference 
       such as the Management Conference in October.
Dr. Chen said that the TaiCUCA is planning to meet in Taichung this March. The ACUCA ExCo could schedule its next meeting there. 
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